the epicenter of power in Imperial China. From 1420-1912 the

F OR HUNDREDS OF YEARS the fabled 'Forbidden City' was

occupant of the 'Dragon Throne' determined not only the
destiny of China but also that of the rest of Asia.

By the first half of the 19th Century
all was not well in the

Finally, we have our very special
1C010 The Mandarin Set'. Whilst one
noble official kowtows' another presents
a series of petitions for consideration. A
third Mandarin looks impassively on
accompanied by his personal bodyguard.

‘Middle Kingdon'. China
had grown more inward
looking, its rulers
ineffective and corrupL.
Despised ‘barbarians’
from the West had
enacted ‘unequal treaties’
on the once mighty giant.
They even forced their
foreign mud’ or opium on
illions of China's
citizens against the
express wishes of the
Emperor himself.

China though  still
possessed o grandeur
and a culture that even
Ancient Rome might
have envied.

These then are
turbulent life and times
depicted in our latest
IMPERIAL
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Journey back with us to the time of
China's last great emperor - Qian Long
(1736-95) to see the wealth and
splendout of his court. Move forward a
century to the decades presided over by
the Empress Dowager Cixi. A time of
vast change and turmoil in this mighty
land.

PEKING SONG & DANCE

Opera was not just an
‘entertainment” to the Imperial Court ... it
was an art form. Our first set 1( The
King & His Favourite’ illustrates one of
the most famous Peking Operas. Richly
costumed and elaborately made up it
tells a tragic tale of a lost kingdom ... and
a dommed love affair. The King and his
favourite concubine face each other -
perhaps for the last time. A third figure
1006 ‘The Opera Soldier’ looks on.

Accompanying the players are 1€
The Musician Set’. Here, four talented
musicians play four different traditional
Chinese instruments.

“The Opera Stage’ 10011 is
beautiful and colourful 3 dlmensmnal
setting for our Chinese Opera Players.

ARE WE AMUSE]

Watching the proceedings intently is
1C0% ‘The Empress Dowager'. Sitting on
just ane of her very special day thrones’
the elderly ruler gently pets her
Pelingese lap dog.

Standing closeby is her ever
present'Chicf Eunuch’ - master of the
Royal Household ... unofficial court
chamberlin and confidante extraordinaire
1o the Empress herself.

In support also are two Tmperial’
‘Ladies-in-Waiting' . Beautifully
gowned and coiffed these bwo wait upon
her majesty’s every personal whim
and command.
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16011 Opera Stage
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PEKING OPERA

Beijing Opera or Peking Opera is a
Kind of Chinese Opera which arose in the
mid-19th century and was extremely
popular in the Qing dymasty court, It is
widely regarded as one of the highest
expressions of the Chinese culture and
is deemed the national opera of
China. The

Opera
Soldier

THE EMPRESS DOWAGER

he E press  Dowager Cm
(November 29, 1|l35 Nnve\nber 15, 1908)
popularly known in China as the
Western Empress Dowager was a
powerful and charismatic figure who
was the de facto ruler of the Manchu
Qing Dynasty, ruling over China

BWAR EWTE (1835-1908)
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accompanying
music, singing
andmstnmzsam
all fascinating
and artistic. Full
of Chinese
cultural facts, the
opera presents to
the audience an
encyclopedia of
Chinese culture
as well as
unfolding
stories, beautiful
paintings,
exquisite
costumes,
graceful gestures
and_acrobatic

fighting, Beijing
opera has an
over 200-year
I--;n.uy The
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Xipi and Erhuang, in Anhui and Hubei
respectively. Beijing opera underwent
fast development during the reign of
Emperor Qianlong and the notorious
Empress Dowager Cixi under the
 imperial patron, and eventually became
more accessible to the common people.
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for most of the period from 1861 to her
death in 1908, Historians consider that
she probably did her best to cope with
the difficulties of

the era but her
conservative
attitudes did not
serve her well
and the Western
powers
continued to
take advantage
of the country’s
relatively low
level of
technological
development.

Mandarin
Set




THE IMPERIAL ARMY
RADE AND
IN THE FIELD

With a country as large and
diverse as China the Emperar's
rmy played a pivotal role - in
addition to protecting the
Middle Kingdom from external
enemies they also helped
enforced Imperial rule within
the country.

These all-new, upgraded
Chinese military figures follow
in the tradition of our earlier
Chinese warriors. In this case
the two units depicted are from
the Emperor's own bodyguard
regiments - Tire Yellow Damer
Dragons and The Mongolian
Archers.

All of the ‘Dragons” are
uniformed in “lImperial
Yellow"... the ‘Archers’ in
traditional forest green tunics.
The Yellow Banner
Dragons - both foot and
mounted are as follows:
Standing wiSpear
Marching wiSpear
[C014 Marching wiBanmer
015 Standing Reporting

Mounted Officer
Kneeling Guardsman
15 Mounted Lawcer
Leading these magnificent
troops is our second, improved
version of (0017 Emperor
Qianlong - one of China's most
revered rulers mounted on his
favourite horse.
In support of the
‘Dragons” is a set of Mongolian
archers at target practise.
Traditional Tent ...
a circular structure originally
designed by the nomadic
peoples of Mongolia and
adopted by the Imperial
Chinese Army for use in the
field.

Traditional Tent
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HESE
NEWEST
FIGURES and
display piece
for King & Country's
Imperial Collection
extend and expand this
series and
provide collectors with a
range of exciing new
scenarios...
THE FOUR _
BEAUTIES...
Four of the most
famous and beautiful
characters from classical
Chinese literature are

colourful

Chinese Horse & Carriage
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reproduced in miniature |
with amazing detail in [
both costume and hair styles.

“Wang Zhaojun™ playing the
traditional Chinese stringed instrument
the pipa.

"Diao Clas
famous “fonr beauties
graceful dance.

another of the
performing a

Height: 9.4ins(24cm) Length: 13.2ins
(33.5cm) Width: 2ins (5em)
“Crime & Punishment”

ABNS
T
PEMZRN TN 2
ERSAAEEESE - B8
T18#2 NS EEEESRH - PEHTE

An Imperial watches
over two common criminals... both of
them wearing “wooden collars” called

@R,

“cangues” - a mobile form
“Chinese Carriage”
A traditional horse and carriage
bearing a concubine to her master.
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“Xi Shi* the third of the Vfallr
beanties”...also dancing.
“Yang Guifei” this “beanty” is
reciting poetry. &
Al four figures are L
available singly.

IMPERIAL ARTILLERY

Although the Chinese
invented gunpowder and were
the first to make use of its
military potential by the 15th
Century their weapons were
obsolete...

“Chinese Artillery Set”

Three Imperial Chinese
artillerymen man their richly
decorated gun. The gun itself
was probably cast in the
Imperial Foundary in Pekin and
would have been used to defend
one of the Imperial Palaces.

"Chinese Gateway”

A double-sided structure
with opening doors that
provides the perfect backdrop
for our Imperial Collection [ty

Crime & Punishment
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o ® Wang Zhaojun

16023
Diao Chan




